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Members Present 
Steve Fuchs – Chair 
Stanley Friedman- Vice-Chair 
Jeffery White 
James Cox 
Wali Saleem-Alternate 

Members Not Present 
 

Others Present 
Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 

Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 
Holli Tetterton, Administrative Support Specialist 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 

II. Invocation 

o Chair Fuchs led a moment of silence.  

III. Roll Call 

o Staff took a silent roll call.  All members were present. 

IV. Old Business 

o None 

V. New Business 

1. A Special Use Permit request from Respess Brothers, LLC for a wood chip storage yard off 
W 5th Street just northwest of its intersection with W 15th Street.  Parcel No: 5676-07-
3128. (Formally known as the Mason Lumber Mill site).  

o Staff swore in Keith Hackney, Kevin O’Carroll, Carl Dunn, and Diane Mason.  

o Keith Hackney, I am representing Respess Brothers, LLC in their application for a Special 

Use Permit to temporarily store wood chips in the RA20 zone. Respess Brothers, LLC is a 

land clearing operation. As part of the land clearing operation, they remove waste from 

their clearing sites. They reduce it to woodchips. Those woodchips are sold as industrial 

fuel. They need an intermediate storage place. They can’t deliver industrial fuel in small 

truckloads. They have to accumulate enough to deliver the required amount to 

industries. They have industries in Craven and Washington counties. This site is an 

excellent midway point and an excellent site. It has large concrete pads. That’s what 

they do. They produce the woodchips in the field and they need to store them and 

accumulate them to be able to provide them to the industries that burn them.  

o Chair Fuchs, one of the first things we need to determine is if this is classified in the 

standard industrial classification as 5099 durable goods, wood chips wholesale, or 2411 

logging, wood chips produced in the field. Wood chips wholesale is not allowed in RA20, 

but wood chips produced in the field is allowed. Would you classify your client as part of 

a logging operation that reduces the wood chips in the field? Of course, you’re not going 
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to leave them in the field. Common sense would say that you have to have somewhere 

to put them. Is that your stance tonight as far as how your client is being represented? 

o Mr. Hackney, yes.  

o Chair Fuchs, is there anything you would like to add to that? 

o Mr. Hackney, the other standard classification, when you speak of wholesale, you’re 

talking about people, like contractors, coming and getting products and selling them 

retail. This is not what my client does. He produces in the field.  

o Chari Fuchs, so they won’t be putting anything in 50 lb or 100 lb bags and selling it to 

the public? It’s just a temporary storage site.  

o Mr. Hackney, yes, he will need to accumulate enough to meet his contracts.  

o Chair Fuchs, how long would the chips be on the site at any given time? What is the 

timeframe for the chips getting to the site, accumulating enough, and then leaving? 

How does that process go? 

o Mr. Hackney, it depends on his clearing work and how quickly he accumulates the 

amount of product he needs to meet his contracts.  

o Chair Fuchs, would the chips that are stored there be transported away in 18-wheel 

trucks or dump trucks? 

o Mr. Hackney, they would be very large trucks.  

o Chair Fuchs, other than seeing what the Fire Marshall has said about fire precautions, is 

there any other overpowering smell with the chips being stored in a large pile? 

o Mr. Hackney, no, there is not. I’ve been out to the area. They are raw wood chips, and 

as such, they have to be burned in an industrial-type setting. It is the same situation as if 

you cut green wood to burn in your fireplace. It doesn’t work very well.  

o Chair Fuchs, do the chips have to be seasoned before they are sold? 

o Mr. Hackney, no, the chips don’t have to be seasoned. The chips that are out there are 

fresh from the clearing operations.  

o Mr. Friedman, how will the material be brought to the site? Will it be a log that is 

processed on-site? 

o Mr. Hackney, the material is brought in as chips. They chip it in the field and then bring 

in the chips to store on-site. 

o Vice-Chair Friedman, so it couldn’t be considered a logging operation.  

o Chair Fuchs, when they make the chips in the field you could consider that as part of a 

logging operation.  

o Mr. Saleem, you asked a question about the 5099 use, which is wholesale. He’ll be 

bringing the chips in and selling them to various industries instead of having someone 

come in and pick them up. So, he’s really not doing wholesale.  
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o Mr. Hackney, yes, he’s not doing wholesale. He’s accumulating the amount he 
needs to meet his contract with the industrial users. 

o Staff, he’s proposing trucking them in, storing them there, and then trucking them 
out himself.  

o Chair Fuchs, what would normally happen in a logging operation is they would cut 
the trees down and chip in the field. They take the chips and deliver them to 
whoever is going to buy them. This operation is taking them and storing them until 
they have enough to deliver.  

o Mr. Hackney, his clearing operations are relatively small in the sense that he doesn’t 
have a huge amount coming out of each clearing operation. He needs to 
accumulate those chips.  

o Chair Fuchs, if you leave it in the field and it gets rainy and muddy it makes it hard 
to get out of the field. This will be set on a concrete pad where it will be easy to pick 
up and deliver.  

o Mr. White, so it will only be chips on the site? 

o Mr. Hackney, yes. 

o Vice-Chair Freidman, there are some concerns from the Fire Marshall as far as 
safety features at the site, such as the distance from the hydrant. Are there any 
facilities set up onsite that can assist in case of an emergency?  

o Chair Fuchs, that’s what the addendum states. They must have a plan for 
monitoring, controlling, and extinguishing spot fires.  

o Vice-Chair Friedman, do you have that plan? 

o Mr. Hackney, we’ve just gotten this list and they plan to do whatever is necessary 
to comply with the City’s requirements.  

o Mr. White, when will that plan come in? The closest hydrant is 1200 feet away. If 
you did have a fire out there do you have a plan? 

o Chair Fuchs, they’ll have to meet the requirements before they are even allowed to 
operate.  

o Mr. Cox, do they also produce logs in the field? 

o Mr. Hackney, I’m not sure, but I assume they produce logs and the logs go where 
they need to go.  

o Mr. Cox, (inaudible). 

o Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to determine what this is classified as in the standard 
industrial classification. 

 Stanley Friedman made a motion to classify this as a logging operation 
producing wood chips in the field. Jeffery White seconded the motion. 
Members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.  

 Record of the vote. 
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YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair Made the Motion 

X  Jeffery White  2nd the Motion 

X  James Cox  

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

o Mr. Hackney, this site is almost 0.25 miles from the highway. It is not visible from 
the highway. It has a concrete drive and a concrete pad. It’s really not close to 
anyone or any residences. It is isolated. 

o Chair Fuchs, how much traffic do you predict to be coming in and out of the site? 

o Mr. Hackney, it will only be during the weekdays. The projection I had in the 
application was no more than 60% of a week. It would come in spurts. It wouldn’t 
be every day.  

o Chair Fuchs, will it be dump trucks bringing the loads in? 

o Mr. Hackney, that is my understanding.  

o Chair Fuchs, do you know how many trucks? 

o Mr. Hackney, I don’t know.  

o Mr. Saleem, they will probably use tandem.  

o Chair Fuchs, do you have any idea about how many truckloads of chips are 
produced per acre? 

o Mr. Hackney, I don’t know.  

o Chair Fuchs, what would the height of the chip pile be? 

o Mr. Hackney, the Fire Marshall didn’t want the height to be more than 60 feet. The 
height is generally the height of the dump truck. They’re bringing them in and 
dumping them. 

o Chair Fuchs, so they’re not going to drive up on the pile? 

o Mr. Hackney, they’re not planning on doing that. They’re just accumulating.  

o Chair Fuchs, what is on the site now? Is it just a vacant concrete pad? 

o Mr. Hackney, there are some chips on the site now. The state has permitted this 
operation on that site. Part of it is the state asked for a zoning letter and we stopped 
operations until we get that.  

o Chair Fuchs, is there any concern about flooding? 

o Mr. Hackney, no, the state has reviewed that and ruled that it is not a floodplain or 
flood area. It meets the state setback requirements. 
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o Chair Fuchs, what about water running off from the soaked chips into the creek? 
Are there any environmental concerns? Are there any issues from the tannin in 
wood chips running in the river? 

o Mr. Hackney, no and the state has considered that and said there wasn’t a problem.  

o Mr. White, so there are no environmental issues at all? 

o Mr. Hackney, no.  

o Chair Fuchs, does the state inspect this site? 

o Mr. Hackney, yes. 

o Chair Fuchs, tell me about the inspection criteria, what they do, and how often. 

o Mr. Hackney, I don’t know how often. 

o Chair Fuchs, they’re not going to issue the permit and never come inspect. 
Whatever their timeframe is they will inspect it.  

o Mr. Hackney, yes.  

o Chair Fuchs, of course, this will be a Special Use Permit. If there was any problem, 
it could be revoked. A Special Use Permit is not forever. If there was a problem it 
could be pulled back. You don’t foresee any problems whatsoever?  

o Mr. Hackney, the state will be monitoring the site. 

o Chair Fuchs opened the public hearing. 

o Mr. Kevin O’Carroll of 830 Grimes Rd, I probably live the closest to this land. I have 
no problem. It’s a good use of the property. It’s not an eyesore. There’s a fire 
hydrant. It’s not going to be a drainage issue for the creek. If anything, it’s good and 
it will clean the environment up back there. That’s a nasty creek back there. I think 
it’s a good thing. It’s not an eyesore. You can’t see it from the road. It’s a good use. 
He’s been going back a forth with his trucks the past couple of months. Unless 
you’re really listening, you don’t even hear a truck up there.  

o Chair Fuchs, do you know if there were wood chips stored there in the past? I know 
it was a lumber mill for years and years. 

o Mr. O’Carroll, Mason Lumber has some places back there where they backfilled. It 
looks like the surface of the moon. You can’t even walk on it. That’s been back there 
for 30-40 years.  

o Chair Fuchs, so there were wood chips stored there at one time? 

o Mr. O’Carroll, what I saw was wood chips. They were just on the ground and packed. 
A lot of it is concrete back there. I can’t think of anything better other than doing a 
townhouse project like they talked about. This is a good use for it.  

o Carl Dunn of 102 Cherry Run Lane, I am across the creek. I’m not really for or against 
this project, but I do know there is an error in the permit. I’d like to point that out. 
On page 2 of the Special Use Permit, it states there is no house residence within 
1,100 feet. That is incorrect. I live about 800 feet away from where this will be. I 
think this needs to change. If you give this to someone based on false information 
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that would not be nice. The houses at the highway are much farther. The houses 
across the creek are only about 800 feet away. Chair Fuchs, does that include the 
distance across the creek? 

o Mr. Dunn, yes, that creek isn’t very wide. It’s only about 100 feet across. I just 
wanted to point that out. The other thing is the issue about fire. I do know when 
you have a lot of woodchips, especially when piled really high, they get really hot 
because of the composting going on. I personally would like to see a hydrant or 
something put a whole lot closer. The only hydrant is really far away. If a fire did 
start there, it could get out of hand really quickly. I think a hydrant should be closer. 
You have a lot of heat from these composting wood piles.  

o Diane Mason of 1831 W 5th Street, so, there’s a whole lot for me to talk about 
because there are a whole lot of things wrong. I think there are a lot of word games 
and manipulation going on in this whole application. It’s been hard for me to 
organize all the things I want to say. I listened to what everyone else has said. 
Maybe I should just start with that since that is still in your mind. It is a wholesaling 
business. You are wholesaling it to a power plant. It’s not retail. It’s wholesale. 
They’re not loggers. It is a tree service business. They are tree pruners. They might 
log some, but they’re not loggers. They’re a tree service business. The name of their 
company is Respess Brothers Tree Service. I don’t know what’s in this for 
Washington. They’ll have to put in another fire hydrant and have our fire 
department have to go out there and deal with mulch fires. They are based in Bath. 
So why don’t they take their stuff, their waste, it is waste, it’s their business’s waste 
product. Why don’t they take their waste to Bath? They are also based in Pantego. 
Why don’t they take their waste to Pantego? Last of all about that, I looked up their 
tax records and they own 1300 acres of land in Beaufort County. They don’t need 
to burden Washington with this. They don’t need you putting in a fire hydrant for 
them. The other thing that was talked about – trucks. I live right there at the road 
they would come in on. They’re big trucks. They are coming and going. Every truck 
that comes in has to leave. When they start moving their stuff out- They were 
dumping there illegally beginning back in May. They were dumping for four months 
before the state stepped in and made them get rid of all of it. They had dumped for 
four months and it took them two months to get rid of it. They had to bring in those 
big long tractor-trailers with bulldozers and excavating equipment. It’s all big 
equipment. So, it’s not just what they’re doing back there. They’re doing all up and 
down that road right next to me and right through the center of the land that 
William Page has asked to develop into offices and apartments. It’s right through 
the middle of that. So, that’s not consistent with the City’s plans. 60-foot piles? 
That’s really dangerous. The state recommends that you have a fire lane between 
every pile that’s at least 10 feet. They don’t have room enough to do that.  If the 
pile is 20 feet then they should have a 10-foot fire lane between piles. The minimum 
they said was 10 feet between piles. That’s because fire workers have to get in 
there. Because a mulch fire starts in the middle and what you’re supposed to do is 
have equipment on hand to dig in there and put it out. If nobody’s there, because 
it’s way I don’t know how far down the road, nobody sees it start and it can sit there 
and smolder and smolder until you’ve got a big massive smoke fire. It’s really hard 
to put out. There’s no equipment there. The equipment would have to be brought 
in. How long does that take? There is a problem with the land contaminating the 
creek. The wood chips, the solid waste from their business, is a maximum of 75 feet 
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away from the creek. There’s a little finger that shoots in there for the creek. Where 
they’re putting their chips is on a slope. It does slope. It definitely slopes. If you put 
a ball at the top, it would roll all the way down. It would stop when it hit the trees, 
but if the trees weren’t there it would go right on into the creek.  

o Chair Fuchs, do you have any information from an environmental department that 
it is going to contaminate the creek? 

o Ms. Mason, supposedly you all are supposed to request that before you allow 
something like this.  

o Chair Fuchs, no ma’am, we’re not. We don’t request anything. People come here 
and present their evidence to us. That’s what you’re doing now is presenting your 
evidence to the Board.  

o Ms. Mason, well before you can have a state facility they’re supposed to look into 
that. So, here is from Researchgate.net publications the title is “Investigating 
Potential Toxicity of Leachate from Wood Chip Piles Generated by Roadside 
Biomass Operations.” There is a whole thing. I printed out the abstract. It says, 
“Wood chips left in these piles can generate leachate that contaminates streams 
when processing sites are connected to waterways.” I can give you this paper. 

o Chair Fuchs, if you would like to present that as part of your evidence, you may do 
so.  

o Ms. Mason, wait a minute. “Findings indicate that all wood chip types,” different 
trees, “produced a toxic leachate despite differences in their chemistry. The 
consistent toxicity response highlights the need for runoff management that will 
disconnect processing sites from aquatic environments.” Conclusion, “these 
findings indicate the need for chip piles and their leachate runoff to be 
disconnected from streams by diverting ditch lines and potential sites of surface 
runoff during development and maintenance activities.” I want to give you 
something. First, (inaudible – presented a document to the Board).  

o Chair Fuchs, this is from what study? I don’t see the name of the study, the date of 
the study, or who made the study.  

o Ms. Mason, well, trust me. It’s what I took off the internet. The title there is 
Researchgate.net Publication. I can find the actual web page if you want me to. I 
have to look at my phone.  

o Chair Fuchs, it says here “when processing sites are connected to waterways.” 

o Ms. Mason, well it’s right there. It’s 75 feet away. I wish somebody would go in 
there and look. That’s why I say somebody from the state or the city should 
investigate it. It’s right there. It slopes downhill.  

o Chair Fuchs, this is talking about Black Spruce. I don’t think we have any Black 
Spruce here in Beaufort County.  

o Ms. Mason, no, it just says… 

o Chair Fuchs, it’s also talking about Hybrid White Spruce. I don’t think there’s any 
Hybrid White Spruce. 
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o Ms. Mason, I know. I read that.  

o Chair Fuchs, let me finish. 

o Ms. Mason, Oh, I’m sorry. 

o Chair Fuchs, Lodgepole Pine. I’m saying this because I used to teach agriculture and 
I taught some forestry classes. I’m not sure about a Lodgepole Pine. These trees 
that are mentioned here, I’m not sure Beaufort County has an abundance of those. 
I just don’t see it, but you may continue.  

o Ms. Mason, this says, “Findings indicate that all wood chip types produced a toxic 
leachate despite differences in their chemistry.” I’m not an expert either. That’s 
what I read.  

o Chair Fuchs, right, it also says in this study the leachate toxic chemistry that was 
assessed was from those types of trees. I don’t think Beaufort County has them. I 
don’t see them chipping these trees. I don’t see it, but anyway. Proceed.  

o Ms. Mason, thank you.  

o Mr. Saleem, one of the statements that you have highlighted here is “The consistent 

toxicity response highlights the need for runoff management that will disconnect 

processing sites from aquatic environments.” What do you suggest the developers do? 

o Ms. Mason, they should be berms or even hay bales. It would be better than nothing. 

They could have walls.  

o Mr. Saleem, it suggested “diverting ditch lines and potential sites of surface runoff.” It 

may be that is a suggestion we can make to Mr. Respess and his group.  

o Ms. Mason, right. I’ve got a picture here to show you the slope and show you that there 

is nothing stopping it. It’s where they put the first pile when they started dumping again 

back in November I think it was. Connected to that is where I want to show you the land 

out there is not safe for vehicles because it was a sawmill. And although it’s a lot of 

concrete, it wasn’t just a road. They had buildings and things. They had telephone poles 

stuck in the ground and concreted around. Now those telephone poles have rotted and 

gone. Over to the side where they would be driving, or where the fire trucks would have 

to drive, is steel metal sticking up out of the ground supporting their various machinery. 

It’s all over the place. Right next to where they would have to drive in is a big weighing 

station. It’s gone. All that’s left is a big hole in the ground. It’s right there. They would 

have to drive over a culvert. You got a pipe under the ground like a bridge. All the trucks 

would have to drive over that. So, the pictures I wanted to show you are all connected. 

It’s an unsafe worksite. The slope on the hill. What the pile looked like when they were 

illegally dumping back when they started in May - May, June, July, August. Somewhere 

in there, they stopped. It’s what it looked like at that time after four months. And I saw 

what it took to get it all out of there. They had to bring in heavy-duty equipment to get 

it out. They should be doing that in Bath and putting it on the ground there where their 

equipment already sits. And talking about fire here is one picture of one pile that is 

smoking. (Ms. Mason presented pictures to the Board.) 
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o Chair Fuchs, that looks like steam and not smoke. Give us a second to look at these 

pictures before you continue.  

o Chair Fuchs, Mr. Hackney have you seen the pictures of the pile? (inaudible response) 

o Vice-Chair Friedman, did they have an operation already going? 

o Chair Fuchs, yes, the state made them stop.  

o Ms. Mason, they were dumping illegally back in May. The state solid waste division 

came in and shut them down and made them get rid of all of it. Then they said well we’ll 

apply for a solid waste composting facility from the state, but they didn’t give them all 

the paperwork that was necessary. They didn’t give them the zoning letter. They didn’t 

tell them where they wanted to put it. It’s a whole lot left out. For some reason, the 

state is just pushing papers I guess and they gave them an approval without the zoning 

letter. That’s why they’re here today is because the state has shut them down a second 

time. And unless you give them a solid waste facility, they’re not going to be doing the 

inspections. The state is not going to be involved.  

o Vice-Chair Freidman, we have an application in here that has been approved by the 

state.  

o Ms. Mason, right, that’s the one I’m talking about. They shut them down a second time 

because they didn’t provide all the necessary proof that it was okay to do. They didn’t 

give them the zoning letter that would have told the state it is in RA20. There was a lot 

they left out. So they’re shut down now, but they had been dumping. If you went out 

there you would see where it’s sitting. It’s their solid waste. It’s their business’s waste. 

It’s not woodchips and they’re not storing. They’re dumping or they’re warehousing. 

Warehousing is not allowed. And I’ll tell you what else is not allowed in this zoning is 

hauling raw material. Trucking, hauling raw materials back and forth through that zone 

and the O&I zone is not allowed. I’ve got a list of things that are not allowed. I  don’t 

think it’s a stretch to say wood chips are allowed. There are all kinds of wood that are 

not allowed. I’m going to give you something else. So, this is something about mulch 

fires. I only printed the front page. I was going to read some stuff off the whole thing, 

but just for evidence, I was going to show you that. I’m going to show you where the 

state shut them down. I can show you where they applied for their license from the 

Secretary of State. They say right on there they are a wood service. They don’t say 

loggers. There’s a big difference. All their trucks have written on the side Respess 

Brother’s Tree Service. (Ms. Mason presented documents to the Board.) 

o Chair Fuchs, we’ve already determined they are a logging operation so that’s an 

immaterial point.  

o Ms. Mason, they call it dumping and they call it waste not wood chips. The page is from 

the solid waste division. There are two articles about compost fires. They happen. They 

talk about how frequent they are and mulch fires. There are a couple of articles. I just 

printed the page to show you. (inaudible – presented documents to the Board)  

o Ms. Mason, I think it’s a little confusing what they are asking for. It kind of keeps 

changing. It goes from being their waste to a wood chip storage to a North Carolina 
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state-approved composting facility where you do bring in trees and branches and stuff 

like that. Then you’re supposed to chip it or hold it. If there is a hurricane or something, 

you’ve got a lot of waste. Sometimes they’ll approve a temporary site to hold the waste 

until it can be taken to a yard that grinds it up.  

o Chair Fuchs, they’re not a composting operation. They’re not bringing in leaves and 

branches. They’re bringing in chips only, which is not compost.  

o Ms. Mason, he was talking about a facility approved by North Carolina State. If you all 

approve it without explaining they’re going to be telling North Carolina State that you all 

approved it.  

o Chair Fuchs, we don’t override what the state issues. We don’t have any authority to do 

that.  

o Ms. Mason, I don’t know. So, when I look at all this paperwork, I didn’t get to see what 

the Fire Marshall added because that wasn’t on the website, but I printed out 

everything else. The Special Use application says temporary storage of wood chips for 

industrial fuel. You all talked about what is temporary. You know temporary could be 

forever. You know your recycling centers in town. Their temporary is seven days. You 

get seven days. So, what is temporary? There’s another house closer to them than the 

one they indicated. That’s the one off Clarks Neck Road right behind the property. You 

see where that yellow line goes? It’s over there. So, there’s another one. They’re 

claiming they want to use the Special Use privilege of logging and wood raw materials. 

Well now I could understand if they were logging on that piece of land. When you apply 

for a special uses that’s saying this is a special use for me to use this land. I want to use 

this land in a special way. It says logging wood and raw materials. Well they’re not 

logging. If they were logging and grinding up their stuff and leaving it there temporarily, 

that would make sense. They’re conducting a business all around in the surrounding 

counties. They want Washington to take their waste. That special use is just all wrong. 

When you’re logging you’re cutting up wood and raw materials. They’re not logging on 

that land.  

o Chair Fuchs, you live there. You’re part of the Mason Lumber Company family. Is that 

correct? 

o Ms. Mason, yes. 

o Chair Fuchs, they’ve stored chips there in the past. They’ve logged there. They’ve had 

big trucks coming and going. You’ve experienced that in your lifetime, I assume. 

o Ms. Mason, yes, that started in the ‘40s. I was born in 1946.  

o Chair Fuchs, so what they would be doing would be no different than what you have 

experienced in the past growing up in a logging family. 

o Ms. Mason, it’s different. 

o Chair Fuchs, well the big trucks are the same. 

o Ms. Mason, oh yeah.  
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o Chair Fuchs, the trucks are the same. The traffic going in and out is the same. The 

storing of wood chips there on the site is the same. So it’s really nothing different than 

what you’ve experienced at some point in your life being a part of the Mason Lumber 

Mill Company family. Is that correct? 

o Ms. Mason, I’ve experienced a lot of things. 

o Chair Fuchs, I’m asking if you’ve experienced what I just said as far as the trucks going in 

and the wood chips being there in the past. 

o Ms. Mason, yes, when it was a commercial business and it was a heavy industrial site.    

o Chair Fuchs, when it was a sawmill. 

o Ms. Mason, yes. See it’s not smart to put all your chips somewhere and let them dump 

them because power plants pay more for them the fresher they are. The older they get 

they pay less. Eventually, there may come a time when nobody wants to buy them. 

Then what are they going to do, just leave it there? Mason Lumber Company didn’t 

dump their chips on the ground. They had one of those big trucks, or the trailer, sitting 

there and the chips came out of the sawmill and went right into the truck. They never 

touched the ground. Now over the years, before there were environmental laws, they 

pushed a lot of sawdust around. I know that, but that’s not how they treated their 

woodchips. You asked me. That was a commercial site. It’s contrary to what William 

Page has proposed for that middle piece of land that you’ve already approved for 

development.  

o Chair Fuchs, you’re wrong. We haven’t approved anything for Mr. Page. The City Council 

may have done that, but we haven’t. I think Mr. Page asked for part of that to be zoned 

O&I which gives him a variety of uses which he can use at his discretion. There is no law 

or ordinance that says you can’t drive through O&I to RA20 for the use. Mr. Page can 

allow anybody to drive across his property that he wants to regardless of the 

classification.  

o Ms. Mason, right, but RA20 is not zoned for warehousing. 

o Chair Fuchs, I don’t think they’re warehousing because there is not a building there. A 

warehouse to me would be an enclosed facility. They’re not having an enclosed facility 

are they? I don’t think they’re going to put a warehouse there. I haven’t heard anything. 

o Ms. Mason, warehousing is storing.  

o Chair Fuchs, storing maybe, but I don’t think they are going to be doing warehousing.  

o Ms. Mason, warehousing is like storing stuff. I had some papers. Talking about zoning 

and special uses, wholesale trade is not permitted in RA20. I don’t know if it’s ok in O&I 

or not. Forrest products are prohibited. Lumber and other construction materials are 

prohibited. Paper and waste products are prohibited. Scrap and waste materials, which 

is what that is, are prohibited.  

o Chair Fuchs, scrap would be something that you don’t use. This is something that you do 

use. I wouldn’t classify it as scrap. Scrap is something you throw away, like garbage 
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scraps. This is not scraps. This is something that you actually resale, so you can’t really 

classify it as a scrap, can you? 

o Ms. Mason, yes. 

o Chair Fuchs, if you say so.  

o Ms. Mason, yes because unless they can find a buyer, which they claim they haven’t 

found yet even though they’ve been doing this business for a long, long time. Okay, 

other things that are prohibited is hauling of refuse and raw materials. That’s what they 

would be hauling. Another thing that is not allowed is nonhazardous waste disposal. 

Under warehouses it says storage. Under manufacturing and industrial uses, it says 

wood containers are prohibited, wood products miscellaneous are prohibited, salvage 

yards, scrap processing, sawmills, and commercial uses. I don’t know why Washington 

would want to burden itself. Under fires, you read the first page where it talked about 

spontaneous combustion and fires in composting and mulching facilities happening 

frequently. There is potential danger to workers and firefighters. Sometimes a lapse in 

oversight and monitoring will get you a fire. There is nobody monitoring. They’ve got 

stuff out there right now that nobody is monitoring.  

o Vice-Chair Friedman, the fire issue is being addressed. So, that’s a nonissue here.  

o Ms. Mason, I gave you the paper and I had the stuff I wanted to read underlined to tell 

you that it is a spontaneous combustible thing. I won’t read it to you. It says it’s not a 

matter of when a fire is going to happen. It’s a matter of when.  

o Chair Fuchs, are you of the opinion that the Washington Fire Department can’t contain a 

fire out there? 

o Ms. Mason, according to this article. 

o Chair Fuchs, I’m not asking about the article. I’m asking about your opinion. Don’t you 

think the Washington Fire Department can contain a fire if it developed out there? 

o Ms. Mason, I think they would probably do the best they could depending on how big it 

got. It would create a lot of smoke, perhaps, before it was put out without the 

equipment to move it. The equipment is supposed to be able to get in between the 

piles. When you see a fire starting, like the picture I showed you, they’ve got to dig in 

there and open it up and that’ll stop it. If there’s no equipment they can’t get to it and 

they can’t stop it.  First of all, they said they wanted temporary storage of wood chips, 

which all sounds kind of benign. Then it changed somehow when it got to the Planning 

Department. It changed to a wood chip storage yard. That sounds like a full-on business, 

ongoing forever. That kind of reminds me of a junk yard, a scrap yard, a ship yard, a 

construction yard, a trash yard, a surplus yard. It changed. All of a sudden it’s changed 

now to a wood chip storage yard. That sounds like a business.  

o Chair Fuchs, do you have anything new that you would like to add to your evidence? 

o Ms. Mason, so this map that they gave you showing their plan, that’s really William 

Page’s plan for when he was going to build apartments here. That road and all this stuff 

is not there. There’s no road there. No road had been built. On the other map, if you 
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look back there to where the two acres are, there is no road. There is just some 

concrete there that has foundations sticking out of it. So that plot they gave you is not 

real. It doesn’t exist yet. The road is unsafe. There is no road in the rear.  

o Chair Fuchs, you don’t know the road is unsafe because you don’t know what they’re 

going to do to the road. That will be up to them to have the road however they want it. 

It’s not for us to say what the road is going to look like. That’s up to them. 

o Ms. Mason, I looked up the fire code and it says that if there is a dead-end then you 

have got to have a cul-de-sac that’s 92 feet wide and it’s got to be a prepared road. 

Without that then it’s a Y turn that is 62 feet wide. Once they use their 2 acres there is 

no place for all that.  

o Chair Fuchs, I would assume if they’re going to bring dump trucks in there that they will 

have to develop the road. Then the road should be good enough for a fire truck to get 

on it. I would assume. 

o Ms. Mason, it would be cheaper for them to take it to Bath than to do all that on land 

they’re only renting.  

o Chair Fuchs, we can’t tell them where to have their facility. We don’t have the power to 

do that.  

o Ms. Mason, I’m just pointing out the discrepancies in the pretty picture. It’s not a pretty 

picture. They didn’t even request a wood chip storage yard. They just said temporary 

storage of some wood chips. And now it’s changed. I keep saying it’s going to change to 

a North Carolina State composting facility. So, there’s no turnaround. They’re hauling 

raw materials back and forth in that zoning.   

o Chair Fuchs, do you have anything new that you want to add? We’re starting to go over 

some of the same things over and over again. 

o Ms. Mason, well I have to get to it. So, it looks to me like they’re asking to operate a 

business. The speed limit on the highway there is 50 miles per hour. That’s pretty fast 

for big trucks to be turning in and out of there.  

o Chair Fuchs, we don’t have anything to do with the speed limit of any roads. 

o Ms. Mason, well it’s a problem. 

o Chair Fuchs, do you have anything new? You’re starting to become redundant in what 

you’re telling us. 

o Ms. Mason, well I have to get to it. I said I have a lot to say.  

o Chair Fuchs, I’m going to give you a few more minutes to complete your presentation 

and then we are going to have to end it and move on. If you want to take another three 

minutes to try and finish up let’s do that.  

o Ms. Mason, it’s detrimental to my health. They’re not respectful of neighbors. When 

they first started dumping out there illegally, they weren’t respectful to Washington. 

When they first started dumping out there, they threw four logs into my yard over the 
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fence. They did that four times. Four times I called the police on them. The police 

thought it was a civil matter. They do carry logs in there.  

o Chair Fuchs, what does that have to do with the storage? Your beef with them has 

nothing to do with the wood chip pile. Let’s try to stay on the topic.  

o Ms. Mason, part of the general criteria is that they don’t conflict in any kind of way. I’m 

going to show you the picture of the log they put next to my house. (Inaudible – 

presented a picture to the Board). 

o Mr. Saleem, where is your house? 

o Ms. Mason, I’m right at the highway. It’s the old Mason Lumber Company house.  

o Chair Fuchs, is there anything else you want to add? You have about one minute left.  

o Ms. Mason, I just don’t think it is consistent with Washington’s plans and I don’t think 

Washington should take the burden on.  

o Chair Fuchs, thank you for all that you’ve given us.   

o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone else would like to speak in opposition to this request.  

o Mr. Dunn, I know I’ve already spoken, but I would like to say something else if I 
get the opportunity. 

o Chair Fuchs, come forward. 

o Mr. Dunn, this will be very brief. My wife reminded me of some things I need to 
say.  In the work that I do here in Eastern North Carolina, I travel around to a lot 
of the counties. One of the things you do see at chip processing places and lumber 
yards is they are sprayed 24 hours a day with spraying equipment to keep them 
cool because of the heat that is generated. That may be something that somebody 
may want to take into consideration.  

o Chair Fuchs, that is something that the fire department would be in control of.  

o Mr. Dunn, I understand. The other thing I would like to say is that I know they will 
need an NCG21 permit from the state. It is from the division of land resources. 
It’s for processing lumber products and what they will do with the stormwater 
runoff from the lumber products. They will need NCG21 and I do know that 
because I just know.   

o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone else would like to speak. There were no comments.  

o Chair Fuchs closed the public hearing.  

o Chair Fuchs asked Staff for the Findings of Fact. 

o Staff, you’ll see the Staff Report presented to you in your packet. This will be limited 
to the 1.93 acreage on the rear of the property. TRC has reviewed the application 
and has approved the request. The Fire Marshall has several conditions, some of 
which were on your agenda and some where in the addendum that I handed out to 
you at the beginning of the meeting.  
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o Chair Fuchs, do you expect any more addendums or anything additional from the 
Fire Marshall? 

o Staff, no. 

o Chair Fuchs, but that is not the final say-so of the Fire Marshall. When they get their 
permit the Fire Marshall has to stamp it as final approval and he’s going to inspect 
it to I’m sure.  

o Staff, I do not know.  

o Chair Fuchs, I would believe that he probably would.  

o Mike Dail, Director of Community and Cultural Services, those aren’t conditions that 
are recommended. Those are conditions from the state code. That’s the 
requirements that they are going to have to meet in order to operate out there.  

o Chair Fuchs, what I’m trying to say is once they get close to operation and they get 
all this the Fire Marshall may put an additional requirement on them. He can 
impose conditions to make it safe.  

o Staff, the next section you all voted on previously deciding that it was a 2411 logging 

facility. Staff recommends the storage area should not exceed the 1.93 acres. Any 

expansion would require approval from the Board of Adjustment as an amendment to 

the special use permit. Wood chips may only be brought to the site for storage, no 

chipping activity can occur onsite and no waste or demolition debris are permitted to be 

brought to the site. 

o Mr. Saleem, in the application the gentleman mentioned the 1100 feet, that no residence 

was within 1100 feet. Is that something that we need to modify in this application? 

o Staff, we can point out that it is not accurate, but there again what is without measuring 

it on land or scaling it off a map.  

o Chair Fuchs, you measured it and came up with 1100 feet, is that right? 

o Staff, no that was the applicant. It was on his application.  

o Mr. Saleem, in order for the application to be accurate I think it ought to reflect something 

a little bit closer to what it actually is. I don’t know how we do that.  

o Staff, one of those sides according to the survey is about 300 feet. If you scale it off of 

that it could be 1100 it could be 800. You’d have to have a survey to be accurate.  

o Chair Fuchs, without a surveyor giving us an exact measurement we don’t know if it is 800 

or 1100 

o Mr. Saleem, can I ask the gentleman a question? 

o Staff, we don’t have a minimum requirement. They just put that in there to let us know. 

o Mr. Saleem, I’m just thinking if it’s not 1100 we ought to have it accurate. So, can I 
ask the gentleman a question? Did you measure it or how do you know that you’re 
closer? 
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o Mr. Hackney, the measurement I had was on the map that I was working with. I did 
not measure across the creek. 

o Mr. Dunn, I can tell you what I did and that might help. I’m a professional engineer. 
There are a lot of databases where you can get measurements from the state. 
Google Earth is actually a fairly good one. When you use Google Earth you come up 
with about 800 feet. Again, I’m a professional engineer. I do this kind of stuff all the 
time.  

o Staff, again we don’t have a minimum distance requirement.  

o Chair Fuchs, so it really doesn’t make any difference as far as the application.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if there were any questions, comments, or concerns from the 
Board.  

o Mr. White, are they required to put any type of barrier around the wood chips? 

o Chair Fuchs, It was not stated in the application or tonight.  

o Staff, the application he submitted had the permit from the solid waste section of 
the division of waste management. Their map was acceptable based on their 
criteria in the state requirements for property lines, streams, floodplains, and 
residential setbacks.  

o Mr. White, so they don’t need any type of barrier.  

o Staff, not according to the DEQ.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if there were any more questions. There were none 

o Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to approve or deny the Special Use Permit.  

 James Cox made a motion based on the Findings of Facts this request meets the 

General Criteria for issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in Section 40-115 of 

the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance. I move the Board grant the request for a 

Special Use Permit for a wood chip storage yard on a 1.93 acre portion of tax parcel#: 

5676-07-3128 and based on the finding of fact A-L and the City of Washington Fire 

Marshall addendum. Stanley Friedman seconded the motion. Members voted, 5 in 

favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair 2nd the Motion 

X  Jeffery White   

X  James Cox Made the Motion 

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

 
VI. Other Business 
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1. None  

VII. Approval of Minutes- January 12, 2023 

1. Correction to Minutes 
 
o Page 4, Bullet Point 5, Line 1: Chair Fuchs, do you feel that  

o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone had any corrections, additions, or deletions to the minutes of 
the meeting from January 12, 2023. There were none. 

o Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to approve the minutes. 
 

 Stanley Friedman made a motion to approve the January 12, 2023 minutes. Wali 
Saleem seconded the motion. Members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The 
motion passed.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair Made the Motion 

X  Jeffery White   

X  James Cox  

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate 2nd the Motion 

--- --- Vacant Seat  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

VIII. Adjourn 

o There being no other business, Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to adjourn.  

 Jeffery White made a motion to adjourn. James Cox seconded the motion. Members 
voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.   

 Record of the vote. 
  

 YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair  

X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 

X  James Cox 2nd the Motion 

X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  

--- --- Vacant Seat  

--- --- Vacant Seat  


